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SUB J : KHUKRIT TRIP TO SOUTH 

SUMMARY. AMCONSUL SONGKHLA REPORTS PRIME MINISTER KHUKRIT PRAMOT'S 
TRIP TO SOUTH THAILAND JAN 28 TO FEB 1 PRIMARILY TO SHORE UP 
MORALE OF RTG OFFICIALS THERE. SONGKHLA'S COMMENTS ON TRIP 
AS REPORTED TO EMBASSY BANGKOK APPEAR BELOW. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PM KHUKRIT VISITED SOUTH THAILAND JAN 28 TO FEB 1, CALLING 
ON RTG OFFICIALS IN THREE PREDOMINANTLY MUSLIM PROVINCES OF 
PATTANI, YALA AND NARATHIWAT. TRIP MOSTLY MOLDED AROUND LOCAL 
THAI OFFICIALS TO EXCLSUION OF MUSLIMS, AND PRIMARY PURPOSE 
SEEMED TO BE TO SHORE UP MORALE OF RTG OFFICIALS. WOVEN INTO 
THIS IS FACT THAT THESE OFFICIALS ARE ONES WHO RUN MACHINERY FOR 
UPCOMING ELECTIONS, SO VISIT OBVIOUSLY HELPED KHUKRIT'S CONNECTION 
WITH LOCAL CANVASSERS. SEVERAL ASPIRANT MP'S, SOME OF THEM 
EX-MP'S FROM OTHER PARTIES ARE LIKELY TO JOIN KHUKRIT'S PARTY, 

WERE IN EVIDENCE IN HIS LOCAL ENTOURAGE. 

2. FEW MUSLIMS ACTUALLY MET PM. LEADERS OF DEMO IN PATTANI 
SHOWED FOR ONE MEETING, BUT GROUP WAS RATHER SMALL. KHUKRIT 
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FACILITES AT UNIVERSITY HERE ALSO GUARANTEED TURN MUSLIMS OFF 
BUT RECEIVE NATIONALISTIC THAI BUDDHIST CHEERS BOTH HERE AND 
IN BANGKOK. STATEMENT SEEMS DESIGNED FOR INFLAMATORY GOALS 
SINCE FEW MUSLIMS ACTUALLY AT UNIVERSITY ANYWAY ON SPECIAL 
ENTRANCE PROGRAM . UNIVERSITY HERE HAS NOTICED MUSLIM EDUCATION 
IS TOO POOR AT ROOTS AND SO HAS PROGRAM TO DEVELOP THAI LANGUAGE 
IN MUSLIM ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOLS. (THIS, IN TURN. DISTURBS 
MUSLIM ELDERS WHO WISH RETAIN CONTROL OF MUSLIM EDUCATION AND 
THEREBY LEADS TO KIDNAPPING OF THAI TEACHERS AND BURNING OF 
SCHOOLS, AND FURTHER COMPLICATES PROBLEM.) 

3. ANOTHER AFFRONT TO MUSLIMS WAS KHUKRIT VISIT TO NARATHIWAT 
BUDDHIST TEMPLE, LARGEST ONE IN FAR SOUTH. TEMPLE WAS BUILD BY 
EX-DICTATOR PRAPHAT WITH FUNDS DUNNED FROM LOCAL POPULACE, 

95 PERCENT OF WHICH IS MUSLIM. IT IS TYPICAL PRAPHAT PERFOR- 
MANCE-SHODDY WORKMANSHIP WITH MONEY OBVIOUSLY DIVERTED INTO 
HIS POCKET SO THAT THEMPLE IS EVEN OFFENSIVE TO MANY THAI 
BUDDHISTS. KHUKRIT'S PILGRIMAGE THERE, AFTER HARD-LINE STATE- 
MENTS TO MUSLIMS, SEEMS FURTHER RUBBING OF NOSES IN DIRT. 

4. I (AMCONSUL SONGKHLA) HAD OPPORTUNITY PRIOR TO JANUARY 
31 KHUKRIT FUNCTION TO HAVE SHORT EXCHANGE WITH LT. GEN. SAN 
CHITPATIMA, COMMANDER 4TH ARMY AND PEACEKEEPING DIRECTOR FOR 
FAR SOUTH. SAN LOOKED PLEASED WITH RESULTS OF VISIT WHICH SEEMED 
DESIGNED IMPRESS PM WITH DIFFICULT SITUATION RTG OFFICIALS 

HAVE IN MUSLIM PROVINCES-WHICH IS SIMILAR TO ASSIGNMENT 
IN DANGEROUS FOREIGN COUNTRY FOR MANY OF THEM. SAN SAID VISIT 
WOULD RAISE LOCAL MORALE, BUT I SUSPECT IT ALSO IMPROVES SAN'S 
STATURE WITH HIS PEOPLE AND WITH MILITARY IN BANGKOK SINCE 
CONSERVATIVE LEADERS HERE IN CONTROL AT ALL TIMES AND KHUKRIT 
OFTEN APPEARED AS MERE STALKING HORSE. 

5. FACT THAT KHUKRIT GAVE IN TO MOST MUSLIM DEMANDS BEFORE 
LEAVING BANGKOK, THEN CAME DOWN HERE (SOUTH THAILAND) AND 
ATTEMPTED APPEASE CONSERVATIVES LIKELY LOST HIM FACE WITH BOTH 
SIDES. BELIEVE BOTH NOTICED HIS WEAKNESS IN SITUATION AS WELL, 

AND THEREFORE VISIT DID LITTLE TO HEAD OFF FUTURE ETHNIC 
CONFRONTATIONS, WHICH SEEM INEVITABLE. 
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